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SCENE 1 - INTRODUCTION (HOST, AUDIO CLIPS) 
1. MUSIC: [A-1] 	INTRO THEME--UP. ESTABLISH. FADE UNDER. 


a. HOST: Welcome to our study of the Gospel of Luke.  
b. Hi, I’m your host, Brian Jeffreys.  I’m a Waterbrook  layperson that spends a lot of time with God’s Word.
c. Waterbrook Sermons Revisited is a weekly Bible study where we go verse-by-verse through a book of the Bible.
d. We will lean on some sermons from Waterbrook’s awesome pastors where we have them, and we’ll dig around on our own where we don’t.
e. We will attempt to take a high view of the Word of God and extract its meaning with integrity, that is, to accurately understand and communicate its genuine meaning.  The Seminary term for this is Expository Teaching.  Although Scripture was penned by human authors, it ultimately comes from God and therefore carries the full weight of His authority. So anywhere in the New Testament whenever an appeal was made to Old Testament Scripture with the designation, “It is written,” the question is settled. It is in effect a declaration that God has spoken it.

  
f. The Gospel of Luke.  This book has a very special place in my heart as it was the first book of the Bible that I read for myself.  I was on a flight from Texas to California and had brought my Bible along for the trip.  I had decided that instead of just attending church and Sunday school, I was going to see what the Bible said for myself and I committed to reading the Gospel of Luke.  I would strongly encourage you to rely on anything I say, but read God’s word for yourself and come to your own conclusions about what God has to say.


g. Who was Luke? He was a Gentile as we read in Col 4:11, 14. He is named only three times in the NT. According to his own admission (Lk 1:2) he was not an “eyewitnesses and servant of the word from the beginning.” He was the “beloved physician” of Col 4:14; He was probably a physician in Troas (we infer this from Acts 16:9,10 where Luke joins Paul’s journey to Philippi, but Luke did not accompany him after his release from jail (Acts 17:1). We meet Luke again on Paul’s third visit to Philippi (Acts 20:5,6). Luke had probably spent the intervening time there, a period of seven or eight years. He was on the ship with Paul during the Shipwreck (Acts 27). He shows up again on Paul’s trip to Rome (Acts 27:1) where it appears Luke remains with him until the end of his first imprisonment (Philemon 1:24). Luke is last mentioned as the “beloved physician” in 2 Tim 4:11. 
h. There are many passages in Paul’s epistles, as well as in the writings of Luke, that show the extent and accuracy of his medical knowledge. 
i. Sir William Ramsay, a skeptical archaeologist, went into Asia Minor to disprove Luke as an historian. After careful investigation he concluded that Luke had not made one historical mistake and Sir William Ramsay became a believer. Luke’s gospel is the most complete historical narrative we have.
j. Quadrophonic design of the Gospels:
i. Matthew portrays Jesus as the Messiah 
ii. Mark: Jesus as the Suffering Servant 
iii. Luke: Jesus as the Son of Man 
iv. John: Jesus as the Son of God 
k. Every detail of the four Gospels supports their unique design. Matthew, Mark, and Luke are “Synoptic Gospels” because the three books detail many of the same experiences, often in the same sequence. The Synoptics highlight Jesus’ Galilean ministry while John’s gospel highlights Jesus’ Judean ministry.
l. Luke gives us many features omitted by Matthew and Mark: 
i. • An obstetrical account of the virgin birth;
ii. • 20 miracles, six of which are in no other Gospel; 
iii. • 23 parables, 18 of which are nowhere else; 
iv. • The Emmaus Road experience and other details of the resurrection.
m. Luke and Acts (“Luke Volume 2”) may have been trial documentation. Roman law required historical background of a case to precede appeal to Caesar. Such an undertaking was quite expensive and Theophilus may have been Paul’s sponsor to help pay for the undertaking.
n. Two observations about Luke’s writings that may help to support this: 
1) Uprisings were written as the fault of Paul’s Jewish adversaries
2) Centurions are always portrayed as heroes



HOST: So let’s launch right in to Luke chapter 1.

We’ll start with an introduction from Luke and the birth of John the Baptist.  Then we’ll join Doctor Stephen Bramer, teaching pastor of Waterbrook Bible Fellowship for the Birth announcement of Jesus, the Son of God, and the reaction from Mary’s cousin Elizabeth on hearing the news. From a sermon titled, “Someone Who Understands and Cares” which originally aired, December 8th, 2019.

HOST: Read Luke 1:1-25.

7]  But they were childless because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were both very old. Barrenness was a shame in the Jewish culture. That it was an embarrassment to Elisabeth is evident in v. 25. God allowed several Old Testament women to experience barrenness to prove their devotion to him; the mothers of Isaac, Joseph & Benjamin, Samson, and Samuel are examples.

10] And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside. (also called the Altar of Incense or some translations call it The Golden Alter), which is in the Holy Place inside the Temple.

Remember that the Ark of the Covenant is in the Holy of Holies. Only the High Priest went into the Holy of Holies, one time a year, on the Day of Atonement. The Golden Altar which is just outside the veil that separated the Holy of Holies from the Holy Place is one of 3 items where the other priests may serve. The Altar of Incense represents the prayers of the nation: Outside, the people were praying while inside Zacharias offered incense on the altar. The Ark was not in the Temple in those days, but the altar Zacharias tended is believed to be the original Golden Altar crafted during the time of Moses. At that particular moment Zacharias was “representing” the entire Jewish nation offering prayers to the Lord God.

13] But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. 

“Fear not” occurs seven times in this Gospel. The angel seems to suggest that Zacharias asked for a son along with his prayers for the nation: the angel told Zacharias what he would name his son. This will also be the case with Mary (Lk 1:31). “...you shall call his name John”: which means “YHWH is gracious.” The angel not only gave the name of the son, but goes on to detail seven aspects of John’s character.

Seven Aspects of John’s Character

 1) He will be a joy and a delight. In Luke’s gospel, “joy” is often closely linked with salvation (it appears three times in ch. 15 alone). His ministry brought joy to Israelites who believed his message of repentance for the forgiveness of sins (Lk 3:3). 

15] for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. 

2) He will be great in the sight of the Lord. How great? Jesus will say that no man born of woman is greater than John (Mt 11:11; Lk 7:28). Jesus ranks him above all OT heroes. The expression “in the sight of” appears 35 times in Luke and Acts. This expression is used just one other time (Jn 20:30). 

3) He is never to take wine or other fermented drink. Appears to take a lifetime Nazarite vow (Num 6:1-21). 

4) He will be filled with the Spirit from the womb (v. 41). 

16] He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 

5) Crowds of Israelites did turn to the Lord through John’s ministry (Mt 3; Mk 1). 

17] And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 

6) He would adopt the manner and dress of Elijah: Another way he emphasized the urgency of his message was to dress, act, and eat like Elijah the prophet (Mt 3; 2 Kgs 1:8). 

7) He would be the Messiah’s Forerunner (Isa 40:3, Mt 3:3; Lk 3:4; Jn 1:23). How was Jesus different than any other religious leader? For one thing, he had an advanced liaison to prepare the way for him.

19] The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. 20 And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their appointed time.”

One of three named angels – Gabriel, Michael, and Lucifer. Gabriel always brings news of the Messiah: Gabriel appeared twice to Daniel (Dan 8; 9). Both times he also gave Daniel instruction and understanding. We infer he did the same here with Zacharias (Lk 1:67-79

25] “The Lord has done this for me,” she said. “In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among the people.”

Luke doesn’t say, but Zacharias probably told Elizabeth in writing about their son’s destiny; For example, she knew before Zacharias could speak that his name was to be John.

So let’s now join Dr. Stephen Bramer for the Birth announcement of Jesus, the Son of God.

SCENE 5 – Haggai 1: 1-5 (DR. STEVEN BRAMER) 
1. CUT-1 [SERMON-1]: 	PASTOR STEPHEN BRAMER






SCENE 6 – OUTRO (HOST, AUDIO CL)


1. MUSIC: [A-4] 	MUSIC UPBEAT. ESTABLISH THROUGHOUT. 


a. HOST: Let’s look at 5 key predictions from the birth announcement of the Messiah given to Mary.
b. Five Key Predictions

a. He will be great.
b. He will be called the Son of the Most High. 

The Septuagint often used the term “Most High” and Mary could not have missed the significance of that terminology. The fact that her Baby was to be called the “Son of the Most High” pointed to His equality with YHWH. In Jewish thought a first-born-son was a “carbon copy” of his father, and the phrase “son of” was often used to refer to one who possessed his “father’s” qualities (Ps 89:22 is an example).
c. He will be given the throne of His father David. Jesus, as David’s descendant, will sit on David’s throne when He reigns in the Millennium (2 Sam 7:16; Ps 89:3-4, 28-29; Isa 9:1-7; 11-12; 61; 66; Jer 33). 

Remember, no one had sat on the Throne of David for over 500 years and this has yet to be fulfilled literally. 

Today He is on His Father’s throne in heaven (Acts 2:29-36), not on David’s throne. 

Many churches attempt to dodge the implications of this—and the myriad of Old Testament prophecies regarding a literal earthly rule—a view known as “Amillennialism.”

d. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever. Jesus’ reign over the nation Israel as her King will begin in the Millennium and continue on into the eternal state.

e. His kingdom will never end. These promises must have immediately reminded Mary of the promise of YHWH to David (2 Sam 7:13-16). David understood the prophecy as referring not only to his immediate son (Solomon) who would build the temple, but also to the future Son who would rule forever. David stated that YHWH had spoken of the distant future (2 Sam 7:19). 

c. The Virgin Birth 

The Virgin birth was literal; David’s throne will be literal. The resurrection of Jesus Christ proves the Virgin Birth because he was truly God and could lay down his life and take it up again, something only God could do (Jn 10:18). 
d. Mary would have understood that the angel was speaking to her of the Messiah. All five predictions deal with the greatness of the son, not the greatness of the mother… 

35] The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 

The word “overshadowed” here is the same word for “overshadowed” in the Holy of Holies (Ex 40:35). Mary’s womb would become a holy of holies for the Son of God. The Holy Spirit would bring out the miraculous conception and virgin birth of Christ. The Virgin Birth was necessary: 
• Because of Christ’s deity and preexistence (Isa 7:14; 9:6; Micah 5:2; Jn 1:1-3; Col 1:15-17). 
• It avoids the blood curse pronounced on Jehoichin’s line (We covered this in the series on Haggai).

Jesus would be legally identified as the son of Joseph (Lk 3:23; 4:22; Jn 1:45; 6:42). But He would be accused of being illegitimate (Jn 8:41; Ps 69:7-12).


e. Picking up in verse 51.





f. 56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home.

Its worth noting here that the baby Elizabeth was carrying lept for joy when she heard Mary’s announcement.  Elizabeth is in her second trimester at this point and Mary is in her 1st trimester.  Both are called children in Luke chapter 1.  This should strongly imply that a baby is a person at conception, especially considering that Jesus was incarnated by the Holy Spirit and was fully man even from that point.

g. 62] Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name the child. 

Zacharias was, apparently, deaf as well as unable to speak.  Jesus would get glory from his mastery over hearing and speaking in Mark 7:37

2. Luke 1 was a pretty long chapter, but we made it through!  For next week, peek at Luke 2 and if you read the 4 chapters of Ruth as well you will be set up for some fun surprises as we look at the lineage and Birth of Jesus.  We’ll also look at the young Jesus and look at some surprising hints tucked away in Psalm 69.
3. Thank you for tuning in to another episode of “Waterbrook Sermons, Revisited”. Feel free to subscribe, give us a 5 star review, and tell your friends about our little Bible study podcast.


This has been a production of the Waterbrook Digital Network.



 
--THE END—


WRITER/DIRECTORS NOTES FOR “Pilot Episode”

1. Guiding Principles of this Podcast:

0. The purpose of this Podcast is to provide a weekly Bible study that glorifies Jesus Christ. I must be less; Jesus must be more. (John 3:30)
0. I intend to demonstrate unity between what I say during the podcast and Biblical positions Waterbrook presently takes, and has taken, as evidenced by the sermons referenced.
0. Referenced Sermons will always be used germane with the Biblical text. Sermons speak on their own behalf and will not be used to serve or derive any commentary on my part.
0. As time allows, We will go verse-by-verse, providing exegesis of a passage in its original context.
0. I will introduce each Waterbrook sermon, its speaker, title and publication date so that anyone may refer to the original at any time.
0. I will always serve under the approval, veto, and hermeneutical opinion of Waterbrook staff or teaching pastoral team on any podcast produced as part of the Waterbrook Digital Network.
0. I will keep an exhaustive list of bibliography to support any commentary on my part. Any sermon notes, extra material, or borrowed books are always welcome.
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