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WORSHIP INSIGHTS THROUGH THE BIBLE
PODCAST 14

YESHUA AND THE SACRIFICIAL SYSTEM PART 5


THE TRESPASS OFFERING

Last week we looked at the Sin Offering which dealt with the sinful nature that we are born with.

This week we will continue with the Trespass Offering as described in Leviticus 5:14 – 19; 6:1 – 7 and 7:1 – 17.

Purpose of the Trespass Offering
It constituted a sacrifice for sin for which restitution WAS possible as opposed to the sin offering where restitution WAS NOT possible. It foreshadowed the fifth and final step toward our permanent reconciliation with God, showing the importance of maintaining a peaceful relationship with our neighbor.

The Kind of Sacrifice Offered
A ram without blemish (Leviticus 5:15 “If anyone commits a breach of faith and sins unintentionally in any of the holy things of the Lord, he shall bring to the Lord as his compensation, a ram without blemish out of the flock, valued in silver shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, for a guilt offering).

What was Offered?
Only the fat, which was burned (Leviticus 7: 3 And all its fat shall be offered, the fat tail, the fat that covers the entrails, 4 the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins, and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove with the kidneys. 5 The priest shall burn them on the altar as a food offering to the LORD; it is a guilt offering).

The sacrifice was then eaten by the priest (Leviticus 7:7 The guilt offering is just like the sin offering; there is one law for them. The priest who makes atonement with it shall have it). As in the Sin Offering, the offeror did not partake in the eating of the sacrifice.

Symbolism
The sin offering is closely related to the trespass offering (Leviticus 7:7 The guilt offering is just like the sin offering; there is one law for them). The sin offering symbolized Jesus Christ’s ultimate Sacrifice. We read that Christ died for our sins and trespasses:

· 2 Corinthians 5:19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.

· Ephesians 2:1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 

· Colossians 2:13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses,

While sin many times describes an unlawful action against God, trespasses relate to unlawful conduct against our neighbor.

The trespass offering was made for individual sinful acts—not for the sinful nature per se. It was also necessary to eradicate or recompense for the consequences of trespasses (Leviticus 5:16 He shall also make restitution for what he has done amiss in the holy thing and shall add a fifth to it and give it to the priest. And the priest shall make atonement for him with the ram of the guilt offering, and he shall be forgiven). We should note, however, that even though restitution was made toward the wronged neighbor, God still required, in addition to that, the bringing of an offering—because when we trespass against our neighbor, we at the same time sin against God.

The trespass offering symbolized also the individual Christian. Christ’s Sacrifice is sufficient to forgive us our sins, our sinful nature and even the damage that we might have caused to others by our conduct (Hebrews 10:14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified). But we are still to go to our neighbor to bring about reconciliation with him, whether he has sinned against us or we have sinned against him, or even if we know that he thinks we did.
 
Matthew 18:15 emphasizes the case when our brother sins against us. 
“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 

Matthew 5:23–24 describes our responsibilities toward our brother when our brother has something against us; that is, when we have wronged him.
So, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift 

Deuteronomy 6:5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.

Matthew 22:37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”

Luke 10:27 And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.”
